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Abstract

Historical cemeteries present innumerable opportunities for geophysical study, yet often suffer from inadequate survey methodology, data processing, and interpretation. Being hallowed, and often complicated sites, cemeteries deserve an archaeologically informed approach to geophysical survey. This paper suggests a set of best practices from start to completion of a historical cemetery survey for geophysicists lacking a background in archaeology, or archaeological geophysics. This includes planning a survey using GIS, the use of historic documents to interpret property history, geophysical instrumentation selection, survey methods, data interpretation, as well as general information related to historical cemetery organization, grave composition, and the subsequent processes that alter the signature of graves over time. Datasets from a variety of recent historical cemetery surveys in the U.S. will be used to demonstrate the importance of an archaeological perspective in geophysical survey. 
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